
By SHERRY BUNTING
Special for Farmshine

BELLEFONTE, Pa.-When the PDMP 
board of directors sat down last December to 
choose topics for the 2009 Dairy Industry Issue 
Forums, their selections could not have been 
more timely. The family relationships topic in 
June benefited more than 200 producers who 
attended. The August topic on environmental 
opportunities revitalized the outlook of more 
than 100 producers who participated.

For November, the topic on Dairy’s Place 
in the World Market will be an eye-opening 
Forum, where producers will learn about the 
global impact of dairy ingredient markets and 
the many ways their milk is used to meet con-
sumer demand for new products. 

The Fall Forum, organized by the Pro-
fessional Dairy Managers of Pennsylvania 
(PDMP) will be in Cumberland County on 
Thursday, November 5. After the morning ses-
sion, attendees will tour the Giant Distribution 
Center in Carlisle. 

A portion of the program will be devoted to 
a practical understanding of the milk check. 

“Dairy farmers have to understand their 

milk check,” says Potter County dairyman and 
PDMP Vice-President Dale Hoffman. “It’s 
complicated, but we all need to know how our 
milk is priced and to understand how the milk 
classes are priced and how the sytstem works.”

Knowledge is power. Today, more than 
ever, dairy producers need to stay informed 
about their milk market. What are the trends 
in product development? What is the world 
market? How is the U.S. dairy industry posi-
tioning itself to deliver the products the world 
wants? How do American producers begin to 
capture the value of the new frontier in dairy 
ingredients?

As global economic indicators suggest a turn 
toward economic recovery, U.S. dairy exports 
are a key ingredient to milk price recovery here 
at home. The Forum’s global look at dairy will 
be quite relevant to the many ongoing discus-
sions throughout the dairy industry today as 
this period of low milk prices has renewed the 
call for milk pricing reforms and as USDA, 
just this week, announced it will begin forming 
the advisory board Congress authorized in the 
2008 Farm Bill to review the current Federal 
Order system and make recommendations. 

While the November Forum will not be fo-
cused on the particulars of milk pricing, it will 
give producers a better understanding of how 
their milk is used and priced in the marketplace 
and how this translates back to understanding 
their milk check and how they are currently 
paid for their milk. The tour of the Giant Distri-
bution Center in Carlisle will also offer insight 
about retail markets and dairy product distribu-
tion here at home.

Mark your calendars for November 5 to 
take part in this useful PDMP Dairy Issue Fo-
rum, which will be relevant to understanding 
the current economics as well as the future po-
tential of dairy’s place in the world market.

Another terrific educational opportunity 
to be thinking about is the Spring Dairy Tour 
planned for March 23-26, 2010 in Vermont. 

While March is seven months away, it’s not 
too soon to start making plans since registra-
tion will begin this fall, and only one bus will 
be available for this tour to some of Vermont’s 
most interesting dairy farms.

The Tour includes a visit to Pleasant Valley 
Farm, Richmond, Vermont, owned and oper-
ated by the St. Pierre family. The St. Pierres are 

active members of the Vermont-based Dairy 
Farmers Working Together (DFWT). 

“On Wednesday night of the tour, we’ll have 
dinner with members of DFWT,” says Brad-
ford County dairy producer Glenn Gorrell, 
who chairs the PDMP tour committee. “We 
have a great lineup of dairies to visit over the 
three days of touring. We focused on choos-
ing farms that have “value added” enterprises. 
We’ll see dairies with methane digesters bring-
ing in extra income to the farm, and we’ll see 
what producers are doing with bottling milk 
and making cheese.”

As for the PDMP educational opportunities, 
Gorrell notes that, “We pick these topics with 
timeliness in mind, giving people the chance to 
learn something useful for their dairy business,” 
he says. “We constantly need to stay informed 
about what is going on around us. The world is 
a big place, but it can seem small at home if we 
don’t take advantage of opportunities to learn 
and meet together with our peers.”

For more information about the November 
Issue Forum and the March Dairy Tour, con-
tact PDMP at 877-326-5993 or visit www.
pdmp.org.
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Pioneer® brand corn silage hybrids and inoculants, 
including 11CFT corn fiber technology... 

Leading the way to more nutritious feed

From planting through feedout, your Pioneer sales professional 

can help you monitor all the variables of corn silage production 

with informative inputs for your growing decisions — from hybrid

selection and agronomic management in the field to harvest and storage

management at the silo or bunker. Your Pioneer sales professional 

will provide a combination of experience, agronomic and nutritional 

knowledge and support to help you achieve nutritious feed for maximum 

milk production with your corn silage program.

Resources for weighing 
options in difficult times
 Brad Hilty from Penn State Dairy Alliance 
has published an article offering his insights 
on factors to consider when evaluating the 
options for the dairy farm business. The ar-
ticle is published at: http://www.das.psu.edu/
dairy-alliance/pdf/exitingdairybusiness.pdf.
 Producers dealing with negative profit mar-
gins may also be challenged by overwhelm-
ing levels of stress. For those producers who 
are looking for assistance in this area, The 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension 
has two good sources of help:
      The University recently published a 
website to provide “Resources for Farmers 
Under Stress.” It is available at: http://www.
extension.umaine.edu/FarmersUnderStress/
default.htm. 
    The University is also hosting a Webi-
nar on Thursday, September 3, from 2 - 4 pm 
with Dr. Robert Fetsch, Extension Specialist 
and Professor of Human Development with 
the Colorado State University. The Webinar 
is designed to help farm families recognize 
the signs of stress and know what to do next. 
Any ag service provider or farmer can attend. 
Information is available at: http://www.ex-
tension.umaine.edu/FarmersUnderStress/de-
fault.htm.

Knowledge is power: Tap these timely opportunities


